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NATIONAL J5iiCUiaTY.ACTIflM MBMQBAMBUH..UQ... Hi 
'i'O: Secretary of Defence 
(.SUHJKCT: herl in) 



l. I wonder if we could get a report by the end of 
August- on what military build up in convent ioanl forces we 
dio going to get from the NATO countries for the Berlin 
crisis. if you ,,re not satisfied with it should you qo to 
fur ope and meet with the Defense Ministers of the countries 
involved. or what other steps would you suggest taking? 

m.n r' » ^^ W f should nave a review of our contingency 
plan for Fieri in and also see whether we have reached any 
understanding with the governments for the implementation of 
those plans. # We have to assume that some time in the fall 
there may be a. blockade of a formal or informal kind. Have 
we decided with the British and the French and the Germans 
what our response will be? 

5 if the Communists blockade West Berlin and we begin 
an airlift should we not be reaching some decision as to 
what other steps we would take against them besides 
economic. Could we expect our Navy to carry out any 
blockade of the Soviet Union for example in the Eastern 
Mediterranean or in the Northern seas. 

4. Would you talk to me about these matters at your 
convenience. y 



/s/ John F. Kennedy 
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TO: .\>.N:::.ai.;ii7 of I;c&wsc 



1. I -.;c;\t:or U vs could £ft a rtoort by tha end of August 
on w?:tu rrJ.i;;r._-/ J.uiM up In ccnvc:»-JLonr.i Corcea wa ai-c gcir.- to 
C--t frc:i f.\o .WYIO cour^ri^a for t!:e iiorHn crlcis. IT vo* are 
not cc.L<.:r-::l v.-lA it chouSd you £0 to Jluropo aad meet v.lth K-.a 
Ecfi.-:-.oe i ;i;i.*.o:-3 o* the ceuuirlce isvclvcd. Or whet other 
otepo \vsu-.VJ y.:u cvi;-03t fe&iag? 

2. 1 J.urJ: v.'c chculd have a review of our cor.tiac'/ncy 
piaa for lor lln cr.-i also cce whether *o hc.ve *e3chcc any urulcr- 
cUir.i.U^ v.:;."i ilx c^vcra^octs for tis Lrplemcnlniio-.i oi £::v« 
plana. Vc- :•?..,- to ;»*cun:2 that «o:tic tins* In the f:Jl thora m/ 
bo a Llocl-a^ c[ a *::rrxU or informal kind, Havo ve decided 
wivh t!;..j Lvi;iz'.\ v~.d tha French ar^l tha Germano vrhet our rcs-ioni© 
will L-o ? 

-% :; £;.-, Cc::-_:sur.i3t3 blre!::xl2 Y.'ert £>crli:* *^i v.-i 
be -/In «v. rir.V: '.. ;Iv;ciJ wo ait ta reaching sime cccizioa as to 
\»hr.t o-::r c-i-jja v/vj v/ould la':a ar^aoi thorn Decides cco^mic. 
Couli! ^s «i?uct oyr Kavy to carry out any Uochad* of the Coviet 
t'niou for criar.v:^} la the Zaatera 1/^ditcrraacaa or la tho Northern 
ceas. 



convenience. 



caia yea talis to cie about thes* matters at your 



/a/ Joha F, Kennedy 



lafM^-^jj c ,-» ;3t0J 



cc: Mr. Keary Owen 
-rycfSir.t; Mrs. Lincoln 

or cf Cental fctilll^acca K'j. Buxdy'e fil*-^ 

Mr. BrjnJay Ssaith 
NSC Files 
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